Spouse Checklist
What’s on this list is vital in what follows an accident or fatality.  The officers of SMART Local 316 are here for you and will gladly help you with anything you need.  DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL!  WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!  Any of the legal council numbers are free to call for any information or questions you may have.  
Local Chairperson - Scott Neofotist 
· (563) 349-4102
Vice Local Chairperson & Legislative Representative - Stefan Carmichael 
· (402)981-0402
Local President – Richard Creecy
· (563)-321-5112
Local Vice President – Donnie Linder
· (563)559-6087
Local Treasurer – Terry Dash
· (563)357-0126
Local Secretary – Stacey Shirley
· (619)760-5416
Designated Legal Counsel- 
· Legal Help for Injured Rail Workers - SMART Union-this link should give you all the information you need.  If you would like to write down a few of your own:







Do and Don’ts in the case of an accident or fatality:
· Union Reps or DLC should be the first line of contact.
· Spouses should not speak with any Carrier officers prior to speaking to their Union Rep or DLC.
· DO Make time to discuss an action Plan BEFORE if or when your railroad spouse becomes injured on the job.
· DO Inform medical personnel that NO ONE is permitted to see patients without your verbal or written consent.
· DO Obtain the very best medical care you can through your own doctors.
· DO Have contact information of Union Representatives and are aware of accident and is reported to the railroad.
· DO NOT HAVE THE RAILROAD COMPANY MAKE ANY MEDICAL DECISIONS FOR YOU!
· DO NOT authorize any medical records to be released to the Carrier. 
· Do not sign any release or paperwork from the Carrier. This includes drug tests. 
· DO Make sure spouse has disability insurance policy, contact insurance company to begin receiving payments.
· DO Contact Railroad Retirement Board for sickness benefits 1-800-772-5772 or @ www.rrb.gov
· DO Keep an accurate list of names, addresses, and phone numbers of people that were witnesses to the accident.
· DO Keep a record of receipt of all travel, doctors, therapy, medication, and out of pocket for expenses due to accident.
· DO NOT Post information about accident on social media.  DO NOT speak to any railroad personnel about injuries.
· DO Contact any Designated Legal Council 
· The Carriers claims agents are not looking out for the best interests of the member or the member's family.





